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	1. Prologue

Prologue: Leaving the Bird Cage

Naruto Uzumaki, a five year old blond haired boy, quickly ran through the woods as he left his village. He didn't want to live in a place that treated him horribly everyday. He didn't know why the villagers treated him like that. So he made a decision: leave the village. Why would he want to stay in a place that didn't really welcome him? Instead of just sitting around doing nothing, he decided to go on an adventure. See what lies outside of this bird cage of a village. Maybe he'll find some people who will accept him for who he is. Suddenly, he bumped into someone. Naruto shook his head, trying to get rid of the dizziness. Once his blue eyes could see clearly, he froze at the ninja in front of him.

"W-Who are you?" Naruto asked, staring at the ninja before him. It was a male adult standing in front of him. He had black eyes and long black hair that was tied back. His bangs covered the side of his hitai-ate that he wore around his forehead. He was wearing an ANBU outfit.

"What are you doing outside of the village?" The man asked, "You should even be outside at all."

"Um, just enjoying the cool night air?" Naruto asked, nervously, as he scratched the back of his head nervously. The man's brow arched at Naruto's answer.

"I'll ask again: what are you two doing out here?" The man asked. Naruto sighed while looking down at the ground.

"I'm leaving the village." Naruto said.

"Why?" The man asked, confused.

"I'm tired of being beat up almost everyday." Naruto said, "I want go out and have an adventure. This place doesn't feel like a home. It's like a birdcage."

"I understand." The man said.

"You do?" Naruto asked, head tilted to the side.

"Hai." The man said, "Unfortunately, I can't leave. I have duties to my clan."

"I see." Naruto said. He saw the man reach into his pocket and took something out. It was his wallet and he took out a few bills. Then the man handed the bills over to him. Naruto timidly accepted them.

"Why are you giving me this?" Naruto asked.

"You're gonna need it more than me." The man said.

"Thank you." Naruto said. Then he walked around the man, but stopped to look over his shoulder.

"By the way, what's your name?" Naruto asked.

"Itachi Uchiha." The man said.

"Well Itachi, I hope we meet again someday." Naruto said as he smiled and gave a small wave before disappearing into the night.

* * *

><p>Itachi Uchiha watched the little blond boy fade into the darkness of the forest. He had to admit that the kid had guts to leave the village. He had heard of the nine-tailed jinchūriki, Naruto Uzumaki. Somehow, he felt pity for the boy. He's been abused by the villagers ever since he was born. The boy was like the village's scapegoat, someone to blame on. He couldn't understand why they would bring harm to a child. Did they think that beating him up will bring their loved ones back or does it satisfy them to bring pain towards a child?<p>

Itachi began to wonder if the kid will really survive outside of the village. But he had the strangest feeling that he might. If he was brave enough to leave the village, then he has a fighting chance that he will survive. He hoped to meet him again someday.


	2. The Masked Kunoichi

Chapter 1: The Masked Kunoichi

It took Naruto almost a week in order to arrive to a town. He had to collect a lot of berries as he traveled. But he didn't know which ones were poison or not. Fishing wasn't so bad. He managed to do it well. He did run into a few travelers on his way to this town. He hoped that he'll be able to buy some decent food in the town. When he finally arrived, he was fascinated by all the vendors that stood along the streets. Seeing a candy vendor, he quickly walked over to it. He was surprised to see so many candy in jars. But he knew that he couldn't have any at the moment.

"See something you like, young lad?" Hearing a man's voice. Naruto turned to his right and saw a middle aged man with short brown hair with a beard and brown eyes. He wore a light green kimono that was meant for men. He wore a dark green obi around his waist. He had his hands behind his back.

"Yes, but I'm afraid I can't buy anything." Naruto said.

"How come?" The man asked, curious of the young boy in front of him.

"I'm trying to save my money for traveling." Naruto said.

"I see." The man said as he rubbed his chin. Then he walked over to a jar that was filled with red colored balls. He lifted the lid and took out one from the jar.

"Here." The man said as he held out the candy to Naruto.

"Huh?" Naruto asked, confused.

"Take it." The man said.

"But, are you sure, sir?" Naruto asked.

"Hai, I know that many travelers like to have sweets after a long time of traveling and they don't have the money to pay for it. So, take it. But don't tell anyone, okay?" The man asked as he winked at Naruto. Naruto was confused at the man in front of him. He was giving him a free piece of candy. He didn't know when he might see this man again, so he decided to do the honest thing. He dug into his pocket and took out his wallet and fished a five ryō.

"Here." Naruto said as he held out the ryō to the man.

"But…" The man began to say.

"Consider it a trade. I don't really know when I'll see you again, so I want to make sure I don't leave a debt behind." Naruto said. The man was shocked at the young boy in front of him. Then he smiled softly as he gave the candy to Naruto and Naruto handed him the ryō.

"Thank you, young lad. I hope we meet again someday. Good luck on your traveling." The man said, smiling.

"Thank you, sir. Thank you for the candy as well." Naruto said, smiling. Then he turned around and began walking down the street. The man at the vendor watched the young boy walked down the street until he could no longer see him.

"Quite an honest boy he was. I wonder if I ever will see him again." The man said, smiling softly. Usually, if he ever gave out candy for free like that, they would accept it without payment. But the boy decided to pay him instead of just taking it. There might be day when they'll meet again.

* * *

><p>Naruto stared at the sticks of dango at the dango shop near him. He wished he could have some, but he knew that he needed his money to last. Then his stomach growled. He sighed and slumped his head to his chest. <em>How<em> was his money going to last?

"Here." A female voice said. Naruto lifted his head up and saw a stick of dango in front of him. Then looked up further and saw a woman with black hair that was pinned up in the back. She had long black bangs that were moved to both sides of her forehead. She had a black mask that covered from her neck and over her nose. The only thing he could see that she had green eyes.

"Oh, thank you." Naruto said as he kindly took the dango stick from the woman.

"You're welcome." The woman said, smiling underneath her mask. Naruto took a big bite on one of the dangos on the stick. He had never had any before. He had only heard that they were good. They were right. They are good.

"Slow down there, kid. You might get a stomach ache." The woman said.

"Sorry, it's just that I had never tasted anything so sweet before." Naruto said after he swallowed the dango.

"You've never had dango before?" The woman asked, curious of the young blond boy in front of her.

"No." Naruto said, staring at the two pieces of dango on his stick.

"How come? Did your parents forbid to have sweets?" The woman asked.

"I don't have parents." Naruto said in a sad tone.

"You don't? What happened to them?" The woman asked.

"The villagers said that they died after I was born." Naruto said, looking away from the woman's eyes.

"I see." The woman said.

"By the way, what's your name?" Naruto asked.

"I'm Michiko Nakano." The woman said.

"I'm Naruto Uzumaki." Naruto said with a smile.

"It's nice to meet you, Naruto-kun." Michiko said, smiling.

"Likewise, Michiko-san." Naruto said.

"So what are you doing here, Naruto-kun?" Michiko asked.

"Well, I ah...I left my village." Naruto said as he nervously scratched the back of his head.

"Why would you do that?" Michiko asked, her brow arched.

"Everyone hates me there. They always beat me up or ignore me. Sometimes, I only cause trouble in order to gain attention." Naruto said, "It feels like being in a birdcage."

"I see." Michiko said, looking at the boy with soft and sad look.

"I wanted to go on an adventure instead of staying in that village." Naruto said.

"Interesting." Michiko said, "But Naruto, you're forgetting one thing in your idea."

"What's that?" Naruto asked, tilting his head to the side. He was confused at the moment.

"Do you even know how to fight?" Michiko asked. Naruto turned pale and went stiff at that moment. How come he didn't think of that before?

"No." Naruto said while he was in a depressed squat with a cloud of gloom over him. Michiko had a sweat drop on the back of her head. She didn't think that the kid would take it so personal. Well, most people knew how to fight before leaving a village. Somehow it was miracle that he was able to get to this town without getting killed or captured. Unknown to Naruto, Michiko had already just figured out who Naruto was when she sensed his chakra and saw the whisker marks on his cheeks.

'A jinchūriki, huh?' Michiko thought. She knew that all jinchūriki had to stay in their villages even if the villagers don't like them. All jinchūriki are treated the same; feared and hated. She was amazed that the kid hadn't been caught yet. But she knew it would just be a matter of time before the kid is brought back to his village. A village that despises him for beast inside of him. She kneeled down in front of Naruto.

"Would you like me to train you?" Michiko asked. Naruto's head shot up and looked at Michiko.

"What did you say?" Naruto asked, blinking.

"I was asking you if you wanted me to train you." Michiko said, repeating the question.

"Really? Would you really train me?" Naruto asked as he quickly stood up, excitedly.

"Hai. But can you handle my training methods? Not many can handle them." Michiko said as she stood up with her hands on her hips.

"Sure I can! I can handle anything that you'll throw at me!" Naruto said as he pointed at her with determination in his voice. But it wasn't the determination in his voice that got Michiko's attention, it was in his bright blue eyes. That look reminded her of someone she knew long ago. Someone she had lost.

"Well then. Follow me, Naruto-kun." Michiko said as she turned around and began to walk down the streets.

"Hai, Michiko-sensei!" Naruto said as he walked up next to her. Michiko smiled as Naruto walked beside. She had gained a new apprentice under her care. She couldn't wait to train him.

* * *

><p>At Konoha:<p>

Sarutobi was looking through the reports about Naruto Uzumaki. The ANBU members lost track of him around a week and a half ago. They didn't where he could ran off to. He hoped that an enemy ninja didn't take him. It would probably cause problems, political problems to be most precise. Two ANBU members stood in front of his desk, awaiting his orders.

"Naruto has been missing for almost two weeks now." Sarutobi said, "Where could he be?"

"We've looked everywhere, Hokage-sama. There's been no sign of him." An Inu Mask ANBU member said.

"Is there a possibility that he snuck out of the village?" A Cat Masked ANBU member asked.

"I'm not so sure. The guards at the gate would have saw somebody leave the gates." Hokage said.

"Should we search outside the village as a precaution?" A Bird Masked ANBU asked.

"Perhaps so. Send out a few members to search for Naruto. Bring him back alive. no matter what." Sarutobi said.

"**Hai.**" The two ANBU members said and nodded.

* * *

><p>Perhaps it was fate that Naruto had met Michiko Nakano. Well, it's hard to say so. At that moment, Naruto's lonely life didn't remain lonely anymore.<p> 


End file.
